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Overview

1) Overview of trends & challenges
2) Deeper dives:
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– Asian Development Bank
– World Bank
– City Development Initiative for Asia
– Rockefeller Foundation Initiatives
– Research Funds
– Asia Pacific Adapt

3) Conclusions



Adaptation-Mitigation Funding (ODA) :
The imbalance continues 
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Source: Climate Funds Update

ODA= Overseas Development Assistance
REDD= Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation 



Urban Adaptation-related ODA :
Growing, but still a small fraction

Annual and 3-year average over 2010-12, bilateral commitments, USD mn, constant 2012 prices



Top 5 sectors of Urban Adaptation-Related ODA:
The water sector leads

Average 2010-12, bilateral commitments, USD million, constant 2012 prices (OECD)

Note: 1) General Environment Protection includes support to environmental research, education, policy & administration
management. 2) Multi-sector projects include urban development and management, & multi-sector education training &
research



National Climate Change Funds:
Important, but small relative to needs
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Growing Investment from Private Foundations-
A diverse range of entry points

• MacArthur Foundation

• Moore Foundation
Ecosystem/ 

Conservation

• Green Grants

• Oak Foundation

• Christensen Fund

Justice & Human 
Rights

• Margaret A Carghill

• Rockefeller Foundation

• Nathan Cummings Foundation

Disaster Resilience  
& General Resilience

• Rockefeller Foundation

• Kresge Foundation (US only)Urban

Illustrative, incomplete list of foundations supporting work on resilience  / climate change 
adaptation. See Appendix II  for more information



Urban-Specific Finance Challenges: 
Many missing links 

• Few funding windows that are distinctly urban
• In ability of local governments to directly access international 

funds
• Need for “soft” as well as “hard” investments for UCCR. 
• Lack of clear mechanisms to link  city resilience plans to 

infrastructure investments.
• Certain sectors receive less attention (Health)
• Certain kinds of cities (smaller, lower capacity) receive less 

support. 
• Poor Creditworthiness, lack of ability to raise taxes, tax 

collection,  constrain ability of local gov to raise funds. 
• Many large-scale traditional urban financing mechanisms are 

top-down, and do not connect easily with bottom-up planning 
processes used to identify local resilience priorities. 



The Green Climate Fund: 
The largest of them all

• Established:  December 2010, Cancun, Mexico

• Stakeholders: 194 Sovereign States – UNFCCC Signatories

• Governance: 24 member states (equal representation –
developed and developing countries

• Mandate: To promote low emission and climate-resilient 
development 

• Goal: To become the main global financial mechanism for 
climate change finance

• Characteristic: To provide deeply concessional funding



Green Climate Fund –
Direct & indirect access mechanisms

• Need accreditation to directly access resources. 
Must be able to comply with the Fund’s fiduciary 
principles, environmental & social safeguards.

• All entities, public and private, can apply for 
accreditation via: 
– Direct access track (for regional, national and 

sub-national entities). Entities are required to be 
nominated by their country’s National Designated 
Authority* (NDA) or focal point.

– International access track (for United Nations 
agencies, multilateral development banks, 
international financial institutions, etc.).

• The NDA of a country identifies the strategy by 
which it will address climate change, and 
provides broad strategic oversight of the Fund’s 
activities in the country.

* See Appendix III for National Designated Authority Contacts 

Source: Climate Funds Update





Urban Climate Change Resilience Trust Fund–
Primary focus areas

1. Planning: Integrated planning processes -
capacity building, project identification, 
prioritisation & initial preparation. 

2. Projects: grant finance for project 
preparation, incentive & viability gap 
financing for ADB infrastructure loans with a 
resilience component. 

3. Knowledge Sharing: Evidence building, 
knowledge platforms, case studies, M&E.



Urban Climate Change Resilience Trust Fund-
Access mechanisms

• Project holders & governments can engage via 
ADB Country Missions in priority countries: 
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Vietnam & Myanmar. 

• Individuals and Organizations can engage as 
Consultants 
– must be registered under ADB’s Consultant 

Management System:

https://uxdmz06.adb.org/OA_HTML/adb/adbpos/jsp/A
DBCMSLogin.jsp

https://uxdmz06.adb.org/OA_HTML/adb/adbpos/jsp/ADBCMSLogin.jsp


Cities Development Initiative for Asia: 
Linking city governments to infrastructure 

finance

• An international partnership established by 
Asian Development Bank and the Government 
of Germany in 2007. 

• Assists medium-sized Asian cities to bridge 
gap between their development plans and 
implementation of infrastructure investments.



Cities Development Initiative of Asia – Areas of 
support to cities

City governments can apply for the following types of 
support:

• Advisory support to urban infrastructure investment 
programming and prioritization.

• Consultancy support for the preparation of pre-feasibility 
studies for high priority infrastructure investment 
projects.

• Identification of potential private sector involvement in 
early stages of project definition and structuring of 
projects.

• Local institutional capacity strengthening related to 
infrastructure investment planning and programming.

• Advisory support to market local investment proposals to 
potential financiers.



World Bank City Creditworthiness 
Partnership: Unlocking municipal finance

World Bank initiative that aims to help city governments: 

a) achieve higher creditworthiness by strengthening 
their financial performance;

b) develop an enabling legal/regulatory, institutional, 
and policy framework for responsible sub-sovereign 
borrowing through reforms at national level; 

c) improve the “demand” side of financing by 
planning/developing sound projects; 

d) improve the “supply” side of financing by engaging 
with the private sector investors.



World Bank Creditworthiness Initiative: 
Main Elements

For more Information: 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/city-creditworthiness-initiative

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/city-creditworthiness-initiative
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/city-creditworthiness-initiative
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/city-creditworthiness-initiative


100 Resilient Cities –
Final call for applications

Due Nov 24, 2015

For more information and to apply: http://www.100resilientcities.org/



100 Resilient Cities- Benefits

• Financial & logistical guidance establishing a Chief Resilience 
Officer, 

• Expert support for development of a robust resilience 
strategy;

• Access to solutions, service providers, and partners from the 
private, public and NGO sectors to help implement resilience 
strategies;

• Membership of a global network of member cities who can 
learn from and help each other.
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The Global Resilience Partnership

By working in partnership, GRP aims to 

help millions of vulnerable people in the 

Sahel, the Horn of Africa, and South and 

Southeast Asia better adapt to shocks and 

chronic stresses and invest in a more 

resilient future. 

In the next 10 years, 400 million 

more people in Asia are 

expected to become vulnerable 

to flooding.

$1 out of every $3 spent on 

development in the past 30 years 

has been lost as a result of 

recurring crises. 

In the next several months of 2015, 

the IFRC estimates that 1.5 million 

more people in the Horn of Africa will 

experience food insecurity as a result 

of drought. 

• Identify knowledge and 

capacity gaps.

• Surface innovations and 

approaches that can be 

replicated and scaled globally.

• Leverage networks to enable 

global regional and global 

learning.

• Generate a base of evidence

to advance the case for 

building resilience.

GRP will:

For more info and to register for future challenges: 
http://www.globalresiliencepartnership.org/



Research programs- IDRC open call 

For more info see: 
http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Funding/Pages/default.aspx



Additional Research Programs



ADAPT Asia-Pacific:  Building capacity 
to access adaptation funds  



ADAPT Asia-Pacific– Activities

• Knowledge Sharing Platform. ADAPT works in close coordination 
with Asia-Pacific Adaptation Network as the regional knowledge 
sharing platform to disseminate information on adaptation.

• Annual Forum. Brings adaptation funds and project proponents 
together and establish the forum as a key mechanism in Asia and 
the Pacific for facilitating access to funding opportunities.

• Capacity Building Program. ADAPT provides training to develop 
in-country skills to prepare sound adaptation projects for 
financing.

• Project Preparation and Finance. ADAPT identifies potential 
project proponents and mobilizes teams of project preparation 
and technical specialists to help create bankable projects.



Conclusions

• increasing amt of funding on resilience, 
including UCCR

• A broad range of public and private funding 
mechanisms exist, 

• Traditional funding mechanisms need to be 
adapted to better support UCCR; more 
innovation needed.

• Need for intermediaries, clearinghouse of 
information given complexity of mechanisms
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Appendix I: Climate Finance 
Architecture

Source: Climate Funds Update



Source: Climate Funds Update



Appendix II:
Public and Private Foundations (pg 1 of 4)

Source: Oak Foundation Review of Funding Trends in Climate Adaptation and Resilience 
By: Yumi Sera and Rachel Humphrey, Feb 2015
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Appendix III
Green Climate Fund National Designate 

Authorities– South & South East Asia
• Bangladesh: Mr Mohammad Mejbahuddin, Secretary, Economic Relations 

Division, Ministry of Finance. secretary@erd.gov.bd or 
mejbah_uddin@yahoo.com

• India: Mr Ravi S. Prasad, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment & 
Forests. ravis.prasad@nic.in

• Indonesia: Mr. Rachmat Witoelar, Executive Chair, National Council on 
Climate Change (DNPI). indonesia_ndagcf@dnpi.go.id

• Pakistan: Mr. Sajjad Ahmad, Director General, Climate Change Division, 
Government of Pakistan. sajjadpirzada@hotmail.com

• Thailand: Mr. Prasert Sirinapaporn, Director of Climate Change 
Management and Coordination Division, Office of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Policy and Planning. prahpart@yahoo.com

• Vietnam: Dr. Pham Hoang Mai, Director General, Department of Science, 
Education, Natural Resources and Environment, Ministry of Planning and 
Investment. hmaipham@mpi.gov.vn

mailto:secretary@erd.gov.bd
mailto:mejbah_uddin@yahoo.com
mailto:ravis.prasad@nic.in
mailto:indonesia_ndagcf@dnpi.go.id
mailto:sajjadpirzada@hotmail.com
mailto:prahpart@yahoo.com
mailto:hmaipham@mpi.gov.vn


Appendix IV:  References & Resources

• Climate Funds Update
• Adaptation Finance Accountability Initiative
• The Foundation Center
• Environmental Grantmakers Association (US)
• Climate and Energy Funders Group
• USAID  Asia-Pacific Adapt Quickguide to 

Adaptation Finance
• USAID Asia Pacific Adapt "Financing Urban 

Adaptation and Resilience" E-Discussion Report
• Financing Urban Climate Change Resilience - IIED

http://www.climatefundsupdate.org/
http://www.wri.org/sites/default/files/adaptation-finance-plumbing.pdf
http://foundationcenter.org/
https://ega.org/
https://www.cgbd.org/programs/cefg/
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/sites/default/files/resource/attach/USAIDAdapt_2_QuickGuidetoCCAFunds_June2015.pdf
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/resource/8th-exchange-series-financing-urban-adaptation-and-resilience-e-discussion-report#sthash.Wv7lpAca.dpuf
http://www.iied.org/financing-urban-resilience

